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SUBJ: ACTIVITIES OF AYATOLLA AL- KHOMEINI; IRAQI-IRANIAN 
RELATIONS 

REF: (A) BAGHDAD 1042 (B) TEHRAN A-60 

1 . IRANIAN AMBASSADOR SADRIEH TELLS US THAT IRAQI GOVERNMENT 
IS PROBABLY NOT FULLY AWARE OF EXTENT TO WHICH AYATOLLA AL- 
KHOMEINI IS INVOLVED IN ACTIVITIES AIMED AGAINST THE SHAH. IN 
ANY EVENT, HE BELIEVES THAT IRAQI REGIME IS NOT ENCOURAGING 
AL-KHOMEINI TO ENTER INTO POLITICAL AGITATION. 

2. IN CONVERSATION WITH USINT OFFICER, SADRIEH CONFIRMED THAT 
AL-KHOMEINI IS INVOLVED IN PRODUCING ANTI-SHAH PROPAGANDA AND 
IN FINANCING OF DISSIDENT ELEMENTS INSIDE IRAN. SADRIEH BELIEVES 
THAT AL-KHOMEINI USES COURIERS TRAVELING TO AND FROM EUROPE 
TO COMMUNICATE WITH ANTI-SHAH GROUPS BASED THERE WHO IN TURN 
INFILTRATE FUNDS AND PROPAGANDA INTO IRAN. HE DOES NOT BELIEVE 
THAT AL-KHOMEINI IS ABLE TO USE IRAN IRAQ PILGRIM TRAFFIC FOR 
HIS PURPOSES. 

3. SADRIEH DESCRIBED AL-KHOMEINI AS A FAIRLY UNSOPHISTICATED 
INDIVIDUAL WHO IS MANIPULATED BY A RADICAL ENTOURAGE. HE ALSO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BAGHDA 01 123 311027Z 

DENIGRATED EXTENT OF HIS RELIGIOUS FOLLOWING, DESCRIBING ONE 
AYATOLLA AL-KHUWEIR (PHONETIC) AS BEING A MORE IMPORTANT 
RELIGIOUS PERSONAGE AMONG NAJAF-BASED IRANIAN EXPATRIATES. 
NONETHELESS, HE BELIEVES THAT MEMBERS OF DISPOSSESSED IRANIAN 
FEUDAL CLASS CONTRIBUTE HEAVILY TO AL-KHOMEINI. 

4. ON IRAQI-IRANIAN RELATIONS, SADRIEH SAID HE WAS NOT 
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DISSATISFIED WITH RECENT SPEECH OF SADDAM HUSSEIN (REF A) 

IN WHICH HE WARNED OF THREAT TO ARAB CHARACTER OF GULF 
FROM NON-ARAB IMMIGRANTS. HE SAID THAT IRAN WOULD BE PERFECTLY 
HAPPY TO SEE IRANIAN NATIONALS RETURN AND THAT IMPROVED 
ECONOMIC SITUATION IN IRAN HAD STOPPED FLOW OF IRANIAN WORKERS 
TO GULF STATES. HE ALSO APPRECIATE HUSSEIN S REFERENCE TO IRAN'S 
POLICY ON GULF SECURITY, WHICH HE DESCRIBED AS ESSENTIALLY 
CORRECT. SADRIEH EXPRESSED VIEW THAT ANTI-IRANIAN SLOGANS AND 
TERMINOLOGY WERE GRADUALLY DISAPPEARING FROM IRAQI USEAGE. 

5. AMBASSADOR SADRIEH NOTED CURRENT TENSIONS BETWEEN IRAQ AND 
SOVIET UNION. WHILE UNSURE OF HOW DEEP THEY WERE, HE SEEMED 
SATISFIED WITH EVIDENCE THAT IRAQ IS DETERMINED TO MAINTAIN 

ITS INDEPENDENCE OF ACTION. HE WAS PARTICULARLY ENCOURAGED BY 
IRAQI EFFORTS TO DIVERSIFY THEIR ARMS INVENTORY BUT RECOGNIZED 
THAT THIS WOULD AT BEST BE A VERY SLOW PROCESS. 

6. COMMENT: SADRIEH IS A VERY SAVVY PROFESSIONAL WHO ALSO WORKED 
ON IRAQI AFFAIRS BEFORE HIS CURRENT ASSIGNEMENT. ON PAST 
OCCASIONS, HE HAS BEEN LESS SANGUINE ABOUT IRAQI POLICIES. 
REGARDING AYATOLLA AL-KHOMEINI, HE MAY HAVE BEEN INTENTIONALLY 
MISLEADING IN MINIMIZING HIS GOVERNMENT S CONCERN. WHILE WE 
HAVE NO EVIDENCE THAT IRAQI REGIME ENCOURAGES Al .-KHOMEINI'S 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES, AUTHORITIES HAVE APPARENTLY TAKEN NO 

STEPS TO REIN HIM IN. THIS WOULD REFLECT IRAQ'S DESIRE TO KEEP 
THE PEACE WITH ITS OWN SHIA POPULATION BUT MIGHT ALSO BE 
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HEAVYHANDED IRAQI WAY OF REMINDING IRAN THAT IT HAS CARDS TO 
PLAY IF DETENTE WERE TO BREAK DOWN. 
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